
Mexico circus tragedy 

Translation with article  

Of the 1,298 animals registered a year ago by the Ministry of the 
Environment and Natural Resources (Semarnat) in the country's 80 
circuses, "no more than 300 are alive"; the rest were bought by 
private collectors, sold to taxidermists or "fell into the hands of 
species traffickers and are now turned into rugs". 

Teresa Moreno, a veterinary doctor, technical manager and liaison 
between Semarnat and the entrepreneurs, whose task was to keep a 
register of the animals in the country's circuses, pointed out that 
many of these animals that remain alive are in sanctuaries, are still in 
circuses in a corner or were handed over to zoos, sick and depressed. 

"I had to take the delivery documents of all the animals; one 
hundred percent were delivered alive. However, 80 percent are not 
alive or are in unfavourable conditions," he revealed in an interview 
with MILENIO. 

Moreno had a record of those 1,298 animals, which is on file with the 
Semarnat's General Wildlife Directorate, when the law of the same 
name came into force. 

According to information from the agency, it only verified 
compliance with the new provision that the wildlife specimens "were 
not performing in circus shows". Meanwhile, the sale and fate of the 
animals remained in the hands of the circus owners. 

Earlier this year, the director general of Wildlife, Marine Resources 
and Coastal Ecosystems Inspection and Surveillance of the Federal 
Attorney General's Office for Environmental Protection, Joel 
González Moreno, stated that there would not be enough 
sanctuaries to house the circus animals. 

 



He pointed out that the agency "has no obligation by law to promote 
this type of place". What is certain is that the animals were left 
without official protection. 

THE BIDDING OF ANIMALS 

In December 2014, the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate 
approved the General Wildlife Law, and as of 8 July 2015, the entry 
into force of the law that no circus should offer animals in their 
shows. 

To avoid sanctions, the owners auctioned off their animals a year 
ago; there were many buyers. Others went to zoos, but only a few. 

In the bidding there was a bit of everything: honest buyers and 
others who were not known who they were. 

"Yes, they presented themselves as people registered (with 
Semarnat). They resold the animals and, yes, many of these 
specimens are now converted into rugs". 

Taxidermy is not prohibited in Mexico. One year after the law was 
passed, the balance sheet is negative. He says that the campaign 
killed everyone: circuses, businessmen and animals, "it was a 
tragedy...", says Moreno. 

"The circuses began to close, some sold their trucks, pieces of tents 
and animals. Finally they went bankrupt. 

"It is a social tragedy, because it was a healthy entertainment for 
everyone; an economic tragedy that affected circus families and 
those who indirectly had a profit: suppliers and artists, and on the 
side of the animals it was another tragedy". 

The animals were sold, placed in zoos, breeding farms or private 
collections. "The market realised this situation and took advantage of 
it. An animal that was worth 100 pesos ended up at 3 pesos," he 
said. 



 

In desperation due to the entry into force of the law and the 
penalties involved in the possession of animals in circuses, 
"businessmen began to hand over their animals, sometimes at low or 
no cost in the end". 

APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE... 

It was a "tragedy" all around. The animals that made it to a zoo 
suffered depression and, in some cases, death. They were torn from 
the habitat they were used to: applause, track, lights and laughter 
from the public. 

Some of this was seen at a zoo in Pachuca, Hidalgo, which kept a 
collection of camels and dromedaries that had previously been in 
circuses. 

"It turns out that in the early days, when people stopped to look at 
them, they automatically lined up, as if they were in a circus 
performance, nobody gave them instructions. The truth is, you felt 
obliged to applaud them...", says Moreno. 

The animals that arrived at the zoos found larger areas for their 
development; in spite of this, "they did not adapt or spent their time 
screaming. Many became depressed, began to get sick with things 
that had not previously manifested themselves in the circus and 
died," he emphasised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 













 
 

 

 

 

 

 


